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Professor Zhi-Ping Cheng was born in 1914,

He finished his bachelor and postgraduate studies
in Xiangya Medical College (1934-1940) and in
Central University (1941-1944) respectively.
Subsequently, he worked in Central University
and Xiangya Medical College as a physiologist
(1944-1947) . In 1947, he went to Utah University,
beginning his research on the function and regulation
of hypothalamus-pituitary-adrenal gland axis. He
published dozens of creative papers in Am J Physiol,
J Endocl and Proc Soc Exptl Biol Med (1947-1949).
In 1949, Prof. Cheng went back to China

and started his teaching and researching career
on medical physiology. He was appointed the
associate professor of physiology as well as the
Dean of General Affairs at Xiangya Medical
College (1949-1953) . In 1953, he moved to
Tongji Medical College and was appointed as
the director of physiology department. Cheng
and his team did physiological research on labor
health under high temperature. In 1956, he went
to Harbin, and was appointed as the director of
physiology department and the vice president of

Basic Medicine College of Harbin Medical University.

He started the research on low-temperature physiology,
and provided important information for hypothermic
anesthesia, especially for low temperature working
and the building of national defense in northern
border. In 1964, Prof. Cheng restarted the research

of hypothalamus-pituitary adrenal gland axis, and
focused on the metabolism of ACTH. But this
program was suspended because of the Cultural
Revolution. In 1978, the research of regulation of
the function of the hypothalamus-pituitary-gonadal
axis was considered to be one of the state key
projects. Prof. Cheng was recommended as the
one of the leaders of this project. Since 1980, he
focused his research on the effects of amino acids on
the function of hypothalamus-pituitary-ovary axis,
and had made great achievements. He was awarded
the Grade | Prize of Science and Technology
Progress from the State Education Commission in
1996.

Professor Cheng had been in the position of
the standing director of Chinese Physiology Science
Academy, the vice chairman of Chinese Society
for Reproductive Biology and the chairman of
physiology Science Association of Heilongjiang
Province. He has devoted all his life to teaching
and researching in medical physiology. He published
dozens of medical works and hundreds of research
papers. His book Endocrine Physiology is the first
reference book comprehensively illustrating the basic
knowledge and research progress of endocrine physiology
in China. Prof. Cheng has made remarkable contributions
to the development of the China Endocrinology and
reproductive physiology.
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